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CAPTAIN’S CORNER! 
Dear Parents,  

Here are 10 ways to help your children be 
successful with STAAR testing. 
 
1. What they should expect. Talk to your kids 

about what to expect on the STAAR test. 
Remind them that they have worked hard this 
year to have the skills they need to be 
successful. 

 
2. Sample tests. If they are feeling stressed, 

view examples of questions and problems they 
can expect to see at     
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/. 
Talk through some of the problems that may 
be challenging for them. 

 
3. Get plenty of sleep. A tired child cannot 

stay focused for hours. 
 
4. Eat a healthy breakfast. Students will be 

provided breakfast. Getting to school early to 
have breakfast with friends can help relax your 
child and take their mind off the test. 

 
5. Make sure they get plenty of exercise 

and free play time after school. The test 
can be stressful, and the child’s normal routine 
at school is different during testing week. Their 
minds need a mental break after sitting all day.  

 
6. Support and praise them. It may sound 

simple, but just tell them you are proud of them 
and know they will do a great job. Knowing you 
are rooting for them can help boost their 
confidence. 

 
7. Eat Healthy. Send a healthy lunch or talk to 

your kids about making a healthy lunch choice 
in the school cafeteria.  

 
8. Surprise them with a special note. Have 

a note of encouragement ready when they 
wake up, or put a note in their lunch box with a 
special message. Nothing fancy, just a sticky 
note saying “I love you” will lift a tired spirit.  
 

9. Go to the Dollar store and buy a couple 
of fun erasers to use. Even something this 
small brightens their day and gets them 
excited.  
 

10. Celebrate when the testing is complete 
and again when you get the 
scores. Acknowledge your child for their effort 
and their success. The key here is to keep 
their spirits up throughout the week! 
 

 
 

It’s hard to believe the academic year is drawing to 
a close! The countdown has started! A few weeks 
are left and attendance and attention are vital! In the 
current unit; students will learn the characteristics 
of living/nonliving things; parts of a plant; and life 
cycles of plants and animals.  Sorting and graphing 
will be done with and by students as they classify 
items with one or more attributes.  They will 
participate in adding to and taking away from sets 
of 1 to 5 objects using story problems and dramatic 
activities.  English classes will practice identifying 
and producing words that begin with the same 
sound.  In the final unit, students will identify traits, 
needs, and habitats of animals.  Types of animals 
that may be studied include: insects/bugs, ocean, 
zoo, farm and dinosaurs.  Community helpers 
associated with the animals will also be presented.  
Students will continue to work on numbers and 
operations 0, 6-10.  Multisensory activities will be 
used to explore combining and separating groups of 
objects.  Students will recognize and blend two 
phonemes into real words with pictorial support. 
 
Thank you for your support this year! We know 
your child is ready for Kindergarten! Have a fun-
filled summer! 

 

 
 

Dear Kindergarten Families, 
 

We have had such an incredible year helping 
your children learn so many new things!  In 
Language Arts, we are working on writing in 
complete sentences using the correct grammar.  We 
are reading independently and continue to work on 
accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.  We are 
memorizing our sight words, blends and word 
families to identify rhyming words and using 
reading strategies to solve unknown words. In 
Math, we are working on measurement and 
graphing. Next month, we will be moving onto 
learning to identify the four basic coins such as 
penny, nickel, dime and quarter. Please review and 
help your child identify coins at home as well.  
During Science, we are learning about the 5 basic 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/


animals and classifying them by different 
characteristics. Our next unit will cover insects, 
specifically ladybugs and their life cycles.  In Social 
Studies, we will be learning about Easter, Mother’s 
Day and Transportation.  Thank you so much for all 
the parent support.  Continue to practice the fifty 
sight words, rote counting 1-100, and reading every 
night. 

 

 
 

Greetings from First Grade! 
It’s hard to believe that this school year is almost 
over!  First grade has started leading Rise and Shine 
and is doing a fabulous job.  The remaining classes 
are excited to show off their leadership skills to the 
rest of the school.  Students should be reading 
independently and comprehending on a level H or I 
by the end of the year.  Our students have been 
working hard on writing good short stories, making 
sure to use correct conventions.  In Math, we will be 
studying measurement, time and financial literacy.  
We will continue to practice word problems and 
counting mixed sets of coins.  In Science, we will 
be exploring plants, life cycles and animals in their 
environment.  In Social Studies, we will be studying 
community helpers, inventors and economics.   In 
May, we will be celebrating the end of the school 
year with a 1st Grade Carnival.  Be looking for ways 
you can help make this a fun celebration.  Thank 
you for your continued support! 
 

 
 

In Second Grade, as we begin our Fourth Nine 
Weeks, we are so proud of all that our students have 
learned just in the previous nine weeks. 
In Reading and Writing, we have described prefixes 
and suffixes, antonyms and synonyms, read and 
written poetry, and learned how to elaborate our 
writing pieces with good beginnings, endings, and 
details.  We really know how to determine the Main 
Idea of a paragraph or a story and are currently 
working on making inferences (using clues + our 
knowledge to draw a conclusion).  
In Math, we became proficient at measuring length, 
height, and area.  We know our basic facts, and 
have even learned how to do multiplication and 
division!  We can’t wait to learn about Geometrical 
shapes next. 
In Science, we had an awesome time learning about 
objects in the Sky, shadows, Weather Patterns, the 
Water Cycle, and Seasons!  We are so excited to 
begin learning about the basic needs of living 
things. 
In Social Studies, we’ve learned about Natural 
Resources, how history influences our communities, 
and famous African Americans who contributed to 
our communities.  Also, we have learned about how 
government operates, goods, services, needs and 
wants, and patriotic symbols.  Go, Second Grade!  

 

 
 

Third grade is busy this spring! We are doing many 
things during the school day to prepare our students 
for the STAAR test. Third grade's tests will take 
place on April 20th and 21st. Thanks for helping to 
support our efforts by checking your child's 
homework and making sure they read each night. 
Please make sure you are speaking positively to 
your child and encouraging them about the test. It 
can be a source of anxiety for our third graders and 
we want to make the experience as positive as 
possible! 
 
We have our field trip to the zoo coming up 
on April 30th. In order to have enough money to 
pay for the buses to the zoo, we need each third 
grader to bring in a $10 contribution. We will be 
tie-dyeing shirts to wear on our field trip, so please 
send in a white shirt that can be dyed. Thank you to 
our parents that are helping us with this!  Our trip to 
the zoo will be a fun and educational day as we get 
first-hand experience and learn about animals, their 
adaptations, and habitats. 
 
Thank you for your support during this busy time of 
year. Our students have made considerable progress 
this year. We are proud of them! 

 

 
 

As we enter our 4th and final grading period 
of the 2014-2015 school year, parents will be glad 
to know that fourth graders are continuing to work 
hard.  We are entering the final countdown to the 
Reading and Math STAAR test, scheduled for April 
22nd and 23rd.  Students and teachers alike are 
fiercely focused on the goal of mastering these tests. 
Coming up in these final weeks, students will learn 
about weather and then the moon and tides.  In 
math, students will continue learning about 
geometry, and finish up by mastering graphing 
(stem and leaf, dot plot, and frequency tables).  In 
language arts, students are learning to write 
persuasive letters and essays. Students are working 
hard on their reading skills in order to prepare for 
the STAAR test this month.  You can help your 
students be successful by encouraging them to read 
every evening. In social studies, we are learning 
about the Texas Revolution and important people 
that helped shape this great state. It is very difficult 
to imagine only about 2 more months of school left 
for the 2014-2015 school year. Let's continue to do 
our very best! 
 
 
 



 
 
Wow!  We are already into spring!! It is also a time 
for all our hard work to pay off!  We are getting 
ready for the “Big” STAAR tests at the end of 
April.  Mark your calendars!! The dates are as 
follows:  Tuesday, March 31st, 2015, was the 
Reading STAAR test.  Monday, April 20th, 2015, is 
the Math STAAR test and Wednesday, April 22nd, 
2015, is the Science STAAR test. 
Upcoming science topics include food webs and 
food chains, plant life cycles, (oxygen and carbon 
dioxide cycle), incomplete and complete 
metamorphosis of insects,  and inherited  and 
learned traits of plants and animals.  Be expecting 
math homework every night.  The students can earn 
points for our Friday with the STAARS tests 
incentive.  In Language Arts we are currently 
finishing up our preparation for the STAAR 
Reading test. We will be starting Battle Books again 
in April and Biography projects in May. In Social 
Studies we are finishing up learning about the Gold 
Rush and the Industrial Revolution. We are about to 
begin learning about the Civil War and the 
Reconstruction period.                   
Please help us by keeping up with their 
assignments.   Also, please talk to you child about 
behavior expectations.  We are all affected by 
“spring fever,” but the expectations at Northgate 
have not changed.   Additionally, as the warmer 
weather approaches make sure that shorts and skirts 
are appropriate length.  Thanks for all you do! 
 

     MUSIC NOTES 
 

* 3rd graders are starting to learn how to play 
the soprano recorder!  Recorder order forms 
are due back to M rs. M ills on/ before Thurs., 
April 2nd.   
* 5th graders who are involved in Alto 
recorders will start rehearsing Wed., April 8th.  
M rs. M ills will be sending home a rehearsal 
schedule with these students very soon! 
* Spring Choir - 5th gr./ Alto Recorder 
Program: 
Thursday, M ay 14th @ 9:30 A.M . AND 6:00 
P.M . 
These students have been working very hard 
and cannot wait to perform for you! 
 

            
 
            Good Friday Holiday 

 
School will be closed on Friday, April 3,  

in observance of  Good Friday. 
 

   
 

Library Nook: 
 

Come get your Summer Read on at our 
BOOK FAIR: 

MAY 18 ~ 22! 
It is a BOGO (buy one get one free) FAIR! 

 
Overdue Books: 
There are no fines on overdue books, however, 
students may not check out books until the 
overdue books are returned. 
There is a replacement charge for lost or 
damaged books. 
Happy Reading! 
Mary Sneed 

 

  
 Jump Rope for Heart * 2015 
On Feb. 11 and 12, 2015, Northgate 

Crossing Elementary participated in our annual 
Jump Rope for Heart event.  Our Navigator 
students, families, and staff raised $12,036.00  for 
the American Heart Association.  That was the 
highest amount NCES has ever raised for AHA.  
Third graders, Peyton Pickett and Elyssa Arrisola, 
were the Top Money-Raisers for the school each 
collecting over $600.00.  2nd grader Tarrell 
Patterson collected $380.00. Payton Gibson & 
Emily Madison Callejas-Arias, 4th grade,   Jackson 
Hoop, 3rd grade, Evie Phillips, 1st grade, and 
Landon Millhouse, kindergarten, all collected  over 
$250.00 in donations. 

JRFH is an event that helps children 
understand the importance of community service 
and physical activity.  The money contributed will 
fund research for the American Heart Association.  
Thank you to all our families that participated.  
Your efforts truly made a difference!  

Great job Navigators.  Thank you all for 
supporting the American Heart Association. 

Mrs. Estes 
 

 

 
Save the Date 

Field Day  2015   
 

2015 Field Day is May 8th!   
Times to be announced later! 
 
 
 



   First Tee       
Golf Champions 

 
On March 28, 2015, Emma Morello and Jaxson Meyer 
participated in the First Tee Golf Challenge in Humble.  
Emma and Jaxson’s team won First Place in their flight.   
The Challenge is comprised of almost 400 fourth graders 
from 16 area school districts.  Two students from each 
elementary school earn a spot to compete in this fun-
filled competition held the Saturday before the PGA 
TOUR Shell Open at the First Tee of Greater Houston 
campus. 
Emma and Jaxson did a great job representing NCES. 

 
 

 

ART  
 

Hello Parents! 

We are in need of a few items for the 

Art room: 

*Playdoh- any size 

*Q-tips 

*baby wipes 

*Number 2 pencils 

*black Sharpie markers 

*cheap hairspray 

(for setting art work) 

Any contributions would be 

appreciated! 

Thanks, 

 Ms. Gilland 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dates to Remember 
April2 Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
April 3 Good Friday Holiday – No School 
April 7 STAAR tutoring 3:45-4:45 
April 8 Alto Recorder Rehearsal 3:15-4:45 
April 9 Chess Club: 3:15-4:00 
April 9 Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
April 10 Alto Recorder Rehearsal 3:15-4:45 
April 14 STAAR tutoring 3:45-4:45 
April 14 SISD board Meeting; SISD Board 

Room: 7 PM 
April 15 Alto Recorder Rehearsal 3:15-4:45 
April 16  Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
April 17  Alto Recorder Rehearsal 3:15-4:45 
April 20 5th grade Math STAAR Testing 
April 21 3rd and 4th grade Math STAAR Testing 
April 22 3rd and 4th grade Reading and  
                       5th grade Science STAAR Testing 
April 23 Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
April 24 Alto Recorder Rehearsal 3:15-4:45 
April 29 Alto Recorder Rehearsal 3:15-4:45 
April 30 3rd grade field trip to the Houston Zoo – 

8-2 
April 30 Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
May 1 Alto Recorder Rehearsal 3:15-4:45 
May 6  Student Council: 3:30-4:30 
May 6  GT EXPO – cafeteria 9:00 AM 
May 6  PTO Board Meeting 7 PM 
May 6  Alto Recorder Rehearsal 3:15-4:45 
May 7  Chess Club: 3:15-4:00 
May 7  Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
May 8  Field Day 8:00-2:30 
May 12  Alto Recorder Rehearsal 3:15-4:45 
May 12 SISD board Meeting; SISD Board 

Room: 7:00 PM 
May 13  Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
May 14 5th grade and EOY Choir Program – 

9:30 AM & 6:00 PM  
May 15  Chess Club: 3-4 PM 
May 18-22 BOGO Book Fair 
May 21  PTO Event at Marble Slab 
May 22  Kindergarten Splash Day 8:30-11:00 
May 25  Memorial Day Holiday – No School 
May 29  1st grade Carnival 
June 3  Last Day of School 
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